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“Peace on Earth” 
WELCOME 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today!  In our service we gather be-
fore our gracious God to offer him our worship and praise.  We assemble to hear God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  Through this Word, God strengthens our faith and brings us 
ever closer to our eternal home.   
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

Dear God, let your Word shine in our hearts by your Holy Spirit.  Make it so 
bright and warm that we always find our comfort and joy in it.  Amen.  

Out of courtesy for your fellow worshipers please also silence all electronic devices. 
 
OUR FACILITIES 
     A restroom is located in the Mother’s Room at the back of church and also in the 
church basement. There is also a handicapped accessible restroom in the back of 
church.  Ask an usher for help and directions.  
        The members of St. Matthew’s believe that families should be allowed to worship 
together. If the need arises, we have an audio-equipped children’s room just outside of 
the church doors to your left. 
     If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
 
OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE 
     St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church still observes the biblical practice of close communion. If 
you are not currently a member of our congregation or a sister WELS/ELS congrega-
tion, we would kindly ask that you not come forward for communion today. If you 
would like to commune with us in the future please speak with the pastor. We look for-
ward to talking about this very important issue with you. 
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THE COMMON SERVICE  
 

OPENING HYMN  “Peace Came to Earth” 
 Christian Worship Supplement #707 stanzas 1-2 
 
1  Peace came to earth at last that chosen night  
When angels clove the sky with song and light  
And God embodied love and sheathed his might—  
Who could but gasp: Immanuel! Who could but sing: Immanuel! 
 
2  And who could be the same for having held  
The infant in their arms and later felt  
The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled—  
Who could but sigh: Immanuel! Who could but shout: Immanuel! 
 
The picturesque language of this Jaroslav Vajda hymn vividly illustrates the weighty significance of God 
becoming man in Christ.   

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by  

permission. 
 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to 

God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us for-
giveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY 
Kyrie 

  
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 
P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD 
Gloria in Excelsis 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
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P: Let us pray. 

Gracious Father, in your great love for the world you have given us the gift of 
your only Son as the light of the nations and the glory of Israel.  Open our hearts 
to receive him and sanctify our lives to proclaim your grace through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, 
now and forever.    

 
 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

 
FIRST LESSON  ISAIAH 45:20-25 (NIV2011)  

20 “Gather together and come; 
    assemble, you fugitives from the nations. 
Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, 
    who pray to gods that cannot save. 
21 Declare what is to be, present it— 
    let them take counsel together. 
Who foretold this long ago, 
    who declared it from the distant past? 
Was it not I, the LORD? 
    And there is no God apart from me, 
a righteous God and a Savior; 
    there is none but me. 
22 “Turn to me and be saved, 
    all you ends of the earth; 
    for I am God, and there is no other. 
23 By myself I have sworn, 
    my mouth has uttered in all integrity 
    a word that will not be revoked: 
Before me every knee will bow; 
    by me every tongue will swear. 
24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone 
    are deliverance and strength.’” 
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All who have raged against him 
    will come to him and be put to shame. 
25 But all the descendants of Israel 
    will find deliverance in the LORD 
    and will make their boast in him. 

 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 111 

 
P: Great are the works of the LORD; 
C: they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
 
P: Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 
C: and his righteousness endures forever. 
 
P: He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
C: the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
 
P: The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
C: all his precepts are trustworthy. 
 
P: He provided redemption for his people; 
C: he ordained his covenant forever. 
 
P: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
C: all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON COLOSSIANS 3:12-17(NIV2011) 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. 
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15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you 
do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY Colossians 3:15a  

P:    Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia.  

 
 
 
GOSPEL  LUKE 2:25-40 (NIV2011) 

 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 
was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents 
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon 
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blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the fall-
ing and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the 
thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 
fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God 
and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusa-
lem. 

39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they re-
turned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Light of Gentile Nations”  
 Hymnal #78 

1  O Light of Gentile nations, O Savior from above, 
Drawn by your Spirit’s leading, We come with joy and love 
Into your holy temple And wait with rev’rent mind 
As Simeon once had waited His God and Lord to find. 
 
2  Dear Lord, your servants meet you In ev’ry holy place 
Where your true Word has promised That we should see your face. 
Today you still allow us Who gather round you here 
In arms of faith to hold you As did that aged seer. 
 
3  Lord, when life’s troubles touch us, You seem to hide your face, 
And through our tears we often Can scarcely sense your grace. 
Then be our joy and brightness, Our cheer in pain and loss, 
Our sun in darkest terror, The glory round our cross. 
 
4  Let us, O Lord, be faithful Like Simeon to the end 
So that his prayer exultant May from our hearts ascend: 
“O Lord, now let your servant Depart in peace, I pray, 
Since I have seen my Savior And here beheld his day.” 
 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77, abr., adapt.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
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SERMON Based on Luke 2:25-40  
 

The Two Sides of  the Gospel 
 The front side – What we have seen and believe 

 The back side – What we know and believe 
 
CREATE IN ME 

 
 
 

THANK OFFERING  
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you 
are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.   
Our offerings will be collected today as you leave.  To give by phone send a text message to 
844-703-3129 with the amount you would like to contribute and you will be sent further instructions.  
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OFFERING HYMN   “O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild” 
Hymnal #366 stanza 3 

3  O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 
Joy fills the world which sin defiled. 
Whate’er we have belongs to you; 
Oh, keep us faithful, strong, and true. 
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild! 

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62, abr.; tr. Frieda Pietsch, alt. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P:   Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

 Brief silence 
  
P:   Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, you sent forth your Son, born of a woman, 

born under the Law, to redeem us and give us the adoption as your sons and heirs. 
Hear us, Father, as we call to you in his name. Give us grace to rejoice in Christ’s 
blessed incarnation, and grant us a glad new year. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
  
P:   Heavenly Father, from whom all fatherhood on earth is named, bless the families of 

all Christians with your promises. Give parents diligence and delight in their work, 
and grant your favor on all children, that they may grow in strength and wisdom. 
Bless all widows, orphans and broken families also with your mercy, and give them 
joy in the redemption you have won for us in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
  
P:   O worthy Judge, from you proceeds the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, counsel 

and might, knowledge and the fear of the Lord. Give wisdom to those who make, 
administer and judge our laws, that they may serve faithfully in their tasks, according 
to your good pleasure, for the benefit of our people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
  
P:   Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for those who suffer from loneliness. Comfort 

them with the sure and certain knowledge that they will never be forsaken by you. 
Give them family and friends within the household of faith with whom they can find 
loving companionship. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
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 P:   Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, especially those who desire our pray-
ers (especially…).   Surround them with your love in Christ and, according to your gra-
cious will, heal them. Comfort all those who mourn (especially…) and fill their hearts 
with the certain hope of the resurrection. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
  
P:   Father of lasting peace, show your mercy to those who receive the Lord’s Supper this 

day, that they would behold their salvation in the very body and blood of Christ given 
for them and, with St. Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in peace according to your 
Word. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 
  
P:   Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your  will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
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P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, for in 
the wonder and mystery of his birth you have opened our eyes to the glory of your 
grace and renewed in our hearts the fervor of your love. Therefore with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the for-
giveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 
 
LAMB OF GOD . 
Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION  
Holy Communion is distributed by continuous distribution.   
 At the direction of the usher, approach the front of the church by way of the center aisle.  Then, receive 

the body of the Lord first from the minister.   
 Move to the elder distributing with the trays and receive the blood of the Lord.   
 After they say, “The body/blood of Christ,” the communicant may say “Amen” before receiving each 

of the elements.   
 Both sides of the church will return by the side aisle nearest in the baptismal font.  
 The blessing follows the distribution.    
 
Personal Prayer for After Communion 
Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have 
given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch remains in the vine. Send 
me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  

 
Nunc Dimittis: SONG OF SIMEON 

 
 
 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We 

pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for 
one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

BLESSING 
 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN  “May the Mind of Christ My Savior ” 
 Hymnal #467 stanzas 1, 4, 6 
 
1  May the mind of Christ my Savior Live in me from day to day, 
By his love and pow’r inspiring All I do or say. 
 
4  May the love of Jesus fill me As the waters fill the sea, 
Him exalting, self abasing—This is victory! 
 
6  May his spirit live within me As I seek the lost to win, 
And may they forget the channel, Seeing only him. 

 
Text: Kate B. Wilkinson, 1859–1928, alt. 
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Announcements  
December 26 & 27, 2020 
  

Preacher  
Pastor Matthew Schoell 
 

Presiding Minister 
Pastor Winfried Schroeder 
 

Organist 
Carol Schroeder 
 

Councilmen on Duty this Weekend  Ushers on Duty this Weekend 
Saturday 6PM – Mark Jacobsen  Saturday 6PM – Matt Rupprecht & Jerome Klein 
Sunday 8AM – Steve Erickson  Sunday 8AM – Jerome Klein  
Sunday 10:30AM – Jim Mendell  Sunday 10:30AM – Jacob Roellich 
  

Altar Committee 
Sue Berg & Rose Drazkowski 

This Week 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship & Communion   
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
  9:05 AM Bible Class 

 10:30 AM Worship & Communion   
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 

Tuesday 7:00 PM Senior Choir 
    Finance #4 
Wednesday 4:00 PM Public School Catechism Class    
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 
  7:00 PM  Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
    No School December 23—January 3 
Thursday 6:00 PM New Year’s Eve Worship 
Saturday 6:00 PM Worship 
Next Sunday 8:00 AM Worship  
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 

 9:15 AM Bible Class 
  10:30 AM Worship  

 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986  

Financial News 
Weekly Budget for Envelope Offerings: $8,173.08  
Envelope offerings received December 20: $9,637 



 

St. Matthew’s Announcements 

Offering Envelopes For 2021 Offering envelopes for 2021 are available for pick 
up in the church basement. They are arranged alphabetically on the pews in the 
basement fellowship area. 
 

Office (Physically) Closed Our Administrative Assistant, Amanda Benter, contin-
ues to work remotely from home. All business and phone calls will be handled as 
usual from her home. Please continue to call the office (454-3083) or email her 
(abenter@stmatthewswinona,org) with any updates or messages. She will be 
working off-site but still handling business as usual.  
 

“Have a seat – free!” St. Matthew’s has five surplus church pews which we don’t 
think the congregation will ever need again. They are solid oak, eighteen feet in 
length which could probably be reduced to nine feet without too much difficulty. 
If interested, contact Matt Krause or John Berg. 
 

Vacation Pastor Schoell (tentatively) plans to be out of the office December 25 
- 29. If you need immediate assistance during that time please contact Pastor  
Schroeder.  

 


