
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 

 
766 West Wabasha Street, Winona MN 55987 

Church Phone: 507.452.2085 
School Phone: 507.454.3083 
www.stmatthewswinona.org 

www.facebook.com/stmatthewswinona 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Matthew Schoell 
1.507.615.0012 

pastorschoell@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Winfried Schroeder 
1.605.281.0155  

winfriedj@hotmail.com 
 

Scott Schomberg, Principal 
1.507.458.0926 

sschomberg@stmatthewswinona.org 
 

The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 12 & 13, 2020 

 
“The Church is Militant: first the cross, then the crown” 

 

WELCOME 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today!  In our service we gather be-
fore our gracious God to offer him our worship and praise.  We assemble to hear God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  Through this Word, God strengthens our faith and brings us 
ever closer to our eternal home.   
 
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 
As you prepare to worship the Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before 
the service.  Review the lessons, read any service notes, and pray this prayer: 
 
 Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption.  Grant us courage to take up our cross and follow him wherever he 
leads, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er.    

 

Out of courtesy for your fellow worshipers please also silence all electronic devices. 
 
 

 
Time for a new series! Over the upcoming weeks our worship will 
follow the path of studying God's Church as follows:  

 9/6 The Church will stand forever 
 9/13 The Church is militant: first the cross, then the crown 
 9/20 Charles Bonow 100th Anniversary Hymn-Sing 
 9/27 The Church fulfills her role as her brother’s keeper 
 10/4 The Church forgives as God forgives 
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DIVINE SERVICE II 
 

OPENING HYMN “Lift High the Cross” 
 Hymnal #579  
Refrain: 
Lift high the cross; the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1  Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. 
Refrain 
 
2  Led on their way by this triumphant sign, 
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. 
Refrain 
 
3  So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory. 
Refrain 
 

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827–1912, abr., altered by Michael R. Newbolt, 1874–1956, alt.  
© 1974 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
INVOCATION 
Presiding Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:       Amen. (All responses without music are spoken)  
 
 
CONFESSION 
P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking 

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  

 For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  
 You should cast me away from your presence forever.  

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  
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P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 
Christ through his called servant:  I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
Kyrie: LORD, HAVE MERCY  

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 

P: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 
as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
P: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
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Gloria: GLORY BE TO GOD  

 
 
 

 THE WORD 
 SALUTATION 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you.  
 
 PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 
redemption.  Grant us courage to take up our cross and follow him wherever he 
leads, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er.    

C: Amen.  
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 FIRST LESSON                       JUDGES 16:22-31 (NIV2011) 
22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.  
23 Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god 
and to celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” 
24 When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, 

“Our god has delivered our enemy 
    into our hands, 
the one who laid waste our land 
    and multiplied our slain.” 

25 While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So 
they called Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. 

When they stood him among the pillars, 26 Samson said to the servant who held his hand, 
“Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I may lean against 
them.” 27 Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philis-
tines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women watching 
Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. 
Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the 
Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on 
which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his 
left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed 
with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus 
he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 
31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought 
him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. 
He had led Israel twenty years. 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 121 

 
P:  I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
  Where does my help come from? 
 
C:  My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
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P:  He will not let your foot slip, 
  he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 
C:  indeed, he who watches over Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 
 

P:  The LORD watches over you, 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 
C:  The LORD will keep you from all harm, 
  he will watch over your life; 
 
P:  the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
  both now and forevermore. 
 
ALL:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
 
SECOND LESSON   GALATIANS 6:12-16 (NIV2011) 
12 Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to compel you to 
be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of 
Christ. 13 Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be cir-
cumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 14 May I never boast 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means any-
thing; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace and mercy to all who follow this rule—
to the Israel of God.  
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY   Jeremiah 15:16 cf. RSV  

P: Alleluia. Your words became a joy to me,  
C: and the delight of my heart. Alleluia 
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 16:21-26 (NIV2011) 

P: The Gospel according Matthew to chapter 16. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord. 
 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusa-
lem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 

22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall nev-
er happen to you!” 

23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 
me; you do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.” 

24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for someone 
to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for 
their soul? 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken” 
  Hymnal #465 stanzas 1 & 2 

1  Jesus, I my cross have taken, All to leave and follow you. 
Destitute, despised, forsaken, You on earth once suffered, too. 
Perish ev’ry fond ambition, All I’ve ever hoped or known; 
Yet how rich is my condition! God and heav’n are still my own. 
 
2  Let the world despise and leave me; They have left my Savior, too. 
Human hearts and looks deceive me; You are not, like them, untrue. 
And since you have smiled upon me, God of wisdom, love, and might, 
Foes may hate and friends may shun me—Show your face, and all is bright. 
 

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847, abr., alt. 
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SERMON Based on Matthew 16: 21-28 
 

May This Never Be! 
1.  That we despise the cross 
2.  That we forfeit our souls 

 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THANK OFFERING  
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you 
are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.   
Our offerings will be collected today as you leave.  To give by phone send a text message to 
507-873-4853 with the amount you would like to contribute and you will be sent further instructions.  
 
OFFERING HYMN “Almighty Father, Heaven and Earth” 
 Hymnal #480 stanzas 4-5 

4  We, Lord, would lay, at your request, 
The costliest off’rings on your shrine, 
And when we give and give our best, 
We but return your gifts divine. 
 
5  O Father, whence all blessings come, 
O Son, Dispenser of God’s store, 
O Spirit, bear our off’rings home— 
Lord, make them yours forevermore! 

Text: Edward A. Dayman, 1807–90, alt. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P:  Almighty God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. All the stars, the sun and 
moon, all energies and forces, the sea and clouds are messengers of your wonder and 
might.  

C:  For your creation, we praise you, O Father. We pray also for your Church and 
your people.  

P:  Grant us ministers and teachers who are led by the Spirit and earnestly hold forth 
your Word of Life. Save us from all false prophets and deceitful guides that we, being 
knit together in love, may with one mind strive for the truth of your Word. Guard 
and defend our homes, that parents may be kept in the bonds of love. 

C:  Help them raise their children well, nourishing them in truth and righteous-
ness.  

P:  Bestow your favor on all useful labor in industry and agriculture, education and sci-
ence, the professions and the arts, that in their advancement your people may pros-
per.  
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C:  Thank you, Lord, for giving us so many avenues to benefit others and glorify 
your name. 

P:  We pray for all who may be ill in body, mind, or spirit; for all who may be in danger; 
for all who may be in anxiety or perplexity; for all who may be suffering disappoint-
ment or defeat.  

C:  Be present with them in their afflictions, show them the way out of all their 
troubles, and save them for your mercy’s sake. 

Special prayers and intercessions  

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

Silent prayer.  

P:  Heavenly Father, you did not spare your own Son but freely gave him up for us all.  

C:  Mercifully grant these and all other acceptable petitions that you read in our 
hearts in the name of Jesus. Amen.   

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 
 
PREFACE 
P: The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 
 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, 

O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and 
serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore with 
all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song: 
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Sanctus: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus means “holy”. The body and blood of our Lord are present in this sacrament, and so we use the 
words of the angels from Isaiah 6 to acknowledge the holy presence of God in this meal.  

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
 body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen.  
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Agnus Dei: LAMB OF GOD 
The Agnus Dei (Latin for “Lamb of God”) is based on John the Baptist’s acclamation of 
Christ: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!” This canticle recollects the sac-
rifice of the Lamb of God on Good Friday, reminding us that, through the Holy Supper, we “proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11).  

  
 
 
BLESSING  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 



 

DISTRIBUTION 
We will be dismissed today beginning with those sitting in the back of church.  Those wishing to receive the 
sacrament may do as they leave. Those not participating in the sacrament may simply leave as they are dis-
missed.    
The balcony will be dismissed last.  Those receiving communion may proceed up the side aisle to the front of 
the church.  You may then line up down the center aisle for communion.   

 
 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715394 
Psalm: Refrain Tune: Jane Marshall. From Psalms Together. © 1988 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. Used by permis-
sion. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Announcements  
September 12 & 13, 2020 
  

Presiding Minister & Preacher: 
Pastor Winfried Schroeder 
 

Organist 
Tamara Koenig 
 

Councilmen on Duty this Weekend Ushers on Duty this Weekend 
Saturday 6PM – Robbie Brown Saturday 6PM –  
Sunday 8AM – Seth Grefe  Sunday 8AM – Dave Gerdes, Rich & Aaron Frick 

Sunday 10:30AM – Chad Dobberstein   Sunday 10:30AM – Jay Bade & Ryan Peterson 
  

Altar Committee 
Kendra Mann & Bonnie Sadowski 

This Week 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship & Communion 
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
  9:15 AM Bible Class 

 10:30 AM Worship & Communion 
   Public School Catechism parent meeting to follow service 
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 

Monday 3:00 PM Worship Committee 
 6:00 PM Youth & Adult Discipleship 
Tuesday  8:00 AM Pastors’ Conference at St. Matthew’s 
Wednesday 4:00 PM Public School Catechism Class    
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 
  7:00 PM  Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
Saturday 6:00 PM Heritage Hymn Sing Worship Service 

 

Next Sunday 8:00 AM Heritage Hymn Sing Worship Service 
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 

 9:15 AM Bible Class 
 10:30 AM Heritage Hymn Sing Worship Service 
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986  

Financial News 
Weekly Budget for Envelope Offerings: $8,173.08  
Envelope offerings received September 6: $4095.00 

St. Matthew’s Announcements 

Our 100th anniversary celebration continues with the worship 
services of the weekend of Sept. 19th being conducted in concert 
by Charles Bonow from Lewiston. We hope you can come to hear 
and participate in this joyful praise to our Lord. A freewill offering 
will be collected for Charles Bonow for his services. There will not 
be a separate envelope mailer for your THANK offering but there 
are envelopes available by the offering plates or you can use 
your own labeled envelope if you choose to give at this time. 

One half will be designated for World Missions to the Indonesia Seminary Building 
Project and the other half will be designated for the St. Matthew’s New Sound Sys-
tem Fund.  

Public School Catechism Dear Parents: God-willing the children will be back in 
school soon. I invite you to a meeting on September 13th immediately following 
the 10:30am service. Classes will begin on September 16th at 4:00pm. I am looking 
forward to meeting you! -Pastor Winfried Schroeder  

You know you should be reaching out to the Mormons, 
but how do you it? Would you like to share your faith 
without getting in pointless arguments? Learn how you 

can help free Mormons from the burden of trying to save themselves. Join us for 
our next Bible Class beginning after the 8am service starting on September 27. 

Thank You Thank you for all of your prayers, concerns, and all of your phone calls. 
It helped me through this difficult time. I am doing much better. It was greatly ap-
preciated. God bless all of you! —Kay Oldham 

Recovery in Christ Meets In-Person Recovery in Christ is a Christian support group 
for those in recovery from any addiction.  Recovery in Christ meets in-person eve-
ry Sunday at 6:00 p.m. in St. Paul's Lutheran Church's lower level school li-
brary.  Masks are provided and social distancing practiced.  St. Paul's Lutheran 
Church is located at 1201 Main Street, Onalaska, Wisconsin (across from Center 
90).   For more information call Pastor Bill Bader (608-567-3038).  


