
 

 
 

 

 
 

THEMES FOR WORSHIP 
This year we will prepare for Easter by worshiping around the theme “The Son of God 
Goes Forth to War.”  Perhaps this sounds like an unusual them. Take a look at Scrip-
ture, however, and you’ll find it filled with imagery and descriptions of our Savior Jesus 
as the warrior who fights and defeats sin, death, and Satan. Each service focuses on an 
aspect of our Savior-warrior as he is promised to us, fights our enemies for us, and tri-
umphs over them for us.     

· February 26 Ash Wednesday: The Promised Warrior  

· March 4 Skirmishes 

· March 11 Hidden Warrior 

· March 18 Reconnaissance Report: Know Your Enemy 

· March 25 The Warrior Faces Satan's Ally--the World 
· April 1 The Warrior Rejected by Many Followers 

· April 9 Maundy Thursday: The Battle Is Personal 

· April 10 Good Friday: The Greatest Battle Ever Fought 

· April 11/12 Easter Sunday: Victory! 

 
PRESERVICE 
You may want to use this time to read through the bulletin and study the lessons.  You may also want 
to offer your own personal prayers or the following: 
 

Heavenly Father, I have come to worship you. Draw near to me in your gracious Word, and 
assure me of your loving kindness. Curb my wandering thoughts, that with undivided atten-
tion I may hear your voice and sing your praise.  

 
 

 

HYMN  “Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing” 
Hymnal: #121 

1  Jesus, grant that balm and healing In your holy wounds I find, 
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling Pains of body and of mind. 
Should some evil thought within Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 
Show the peril, and from sinning Keep me from its first beginning. 
 
2  Should some lust or sharp temptation Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Let me think about your passion, And new courage I shall find. 
Or should Satan press me hard, Let me then be on my guard, 
Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” That the tempter flee confounded. 
 
3  If the world my heart entices With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, Let me think about the load 
You were willing to endure; Then I’ll flee all thoughts impure, 
Mastering each wild temptation, Calm in prayer and meditation. 
 
4  Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me By your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I’m weak, your cross revives me, Granting new life to my soul. 
Yes, your comfort renders sweet Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 
For your all-atoning passion Has procured my soul’s salvation. 
 
5  O my God, my Rock and Tower, Grant that in your death I trust, 
Knowing death has lost his power Since you crushed him in the dust. 
Savior, let your agony Ever help and comfort me; 
When I die be my protection, Light and life and resurrection. 
 
Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647, abr.; tr. composite. 
 
 
OPENING RESPONSES 
 
Presiding Minister:  O Lord, open my lips. 
 
Congregation:   
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P: Hasten to save me, O God. 

  
 
P: The Lord be with you. 

  
 
P:  Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of prayer. We thank 

 you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless us who have gathered 
 in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the 
 comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through  
 Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
PSALM 141: LET MY PRAISE RISE BEFORE YOU 

 
Page 2 

 

P:  Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need 
 that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, 
 our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
PSALM  Psalm 2 

 
Why do the nations conspire* 
and the peoples plot in vain? 
 
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD* 
and against his Anointed One. 
 

Refrain 
 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 
the Lord scoffs at them. 
 
Then he rebukes them in his anger 
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 
He said to me, “You are my Son; 
today I have become your Father.” 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 
 

 
 

Silence for meditation on the words of the psalm. 
 
 

PSALM PRAYER 
P: Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your church. Help 
 us, as members of his kingdom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full 

knowledge of his grace and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
HISTORY OF OUR LORD’S SUFFERING AND DEATH                Matthew 27:1-26 
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans 
how to have Jesus executed. 2 So they bound him, led him away and handed him over to 
Pilate the governor. 
3 When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with 
remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I 
have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.” 

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.” 
5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged him-
self. 
6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the 
treasury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s 
field as a burial place for foreigners. 8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to 
this day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they used them 
to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” 
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11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the 
king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then 
Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But 
Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amazement of the gover-
nor. 
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the 
crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was JesusBarab-
bas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me 
to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 18 For he knew it 
was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him. 

19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a 
dream because of him.” 
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to 
have Jesus executed. 
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. 

“Barabbas,” they answered. 
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked. 

They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. 

But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, 
he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s 
blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!” 
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to 
be crucified. 
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HYMN  “Take the World, but Give Me Jesus” 
Hymnal: #355 

 
1  Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
All its joys are but a name. 
But his love abides forever, 
Through eternal years the same. 

Refrain: 
Oh, the height and depth of mercy; 
Oh, the length and breadth of love! 
Oh, the fullness of redemption, 
Pledge of endless life above! 
 
2  Take the world, but give me Jesus, 
Sweetest comfort of my soul. 
With the Savior watching o’er me, 
I can sing, though thunders roll. 
Refrain 
 
3  Take the world, but give me Jesus! 
In his cross my trust shall be 
Till with clearer, brighter vision 
Face to face my Lord I see. 
Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820–1915, abr., alt. 
 

 
 

SERMON TEXT John 18:38 (NIV2011) 
 
38 “What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there 
and said, “I find no basis for a charge against him.  
 
 
SERMON  

The Warrior Faces Satan's Ally-the World 
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HYMN  “Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray” 
Hymnal: #472 

1  Rise, my soul, to watch and pray; From your sleep awaken! 
Be not by the evil day Unawares o’ertaken. 
For the foe, Well we know, 
Is a harvest reaping While the saints are sleeping. 
 
2  Watch! Let not the wicked world With its lies defeat you 
Lest with bold deceptions hurled It betray and cheat you. 
Watch and see Lest there be 
Faithless friends to charm you Who but seek to harm you. 
 
3  Watch against yourself, my soul, Lest with grace you trifle; 
Let not self your thoughts control Nor God’s mercy stifle. 
Pride and sin Lurk within, 
All your hopes to shatter; Heed not when they flatter. 
 
4  But while watching also pray To the Lord unceasing. 
God protects you day by day, Strength and faith increasing, 
So that still Mind and will 
Shall unite to serve him And forever love him. 
 
Text: Johann B. Freystein, 1671–1718, abr.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
 

 
KYRIE: LORD, HAVE MERCY 
P: Hear us as we pray, O Lord: 

  
 
P:  For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the 

 world, and for  the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O 
 Lord: 

  

Page 7 



 

 
P:  For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of 

 life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

  
 
 
P:  For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, 

 learning, and health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

  
 
P:  For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of 

 body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we 
 pray to you, O Lord: 

   
 
P:  For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good 

 news, whose souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you 
 thanks, O Lord: 

  
 
P:  In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves 

 to your care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.  

 
PRAYER FOR PEACE 
P: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 
may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our 
enemies that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS: SONG OF SIMEON 
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BLESSING 
P:  The grace of our Lord X Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 

 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

  
 
CLOSING HYMN   “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven” 

Hymnal: #590 
1  God, who made the earth and heaven, Darkness and light, 
You the day for work have given, For rest the night. 
May your angel host defend us, Slumber sweet your mercy send us, 
Holy dreams and hopes attend us All through the night. 
 
2  And when morn again shall call us To run life’s way, 
May we still, whate’er befall us, Your will obey. 
From the pow’r of evil hide us; In the narrow pathway guide us; 
Never be your smile denied us, All through the day. 
 
3  Guard us waking, guard us sleeping, And, when we die, 
May we in your mighty keeping All peaceful lie. 
When the last dread call shall wake us, Then, O Lord, do not forsake us, 
But to reign in glory take us With you on high. 
 
4  Holy Father, throned in heaven, All-holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, freely given—Blest Three in One, 
Grant us grace, we now implore you, Till we lay our crowns before you 
And in worthier strains adore you While ages run. 
 
Text: composite, 19th century, alt. 
 
 
Copyright Information 
 
 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-71539 
 
Evening Prayer © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. 
“Let My Prayer Rise Before You” © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved. Used 
 by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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Announcements  
 
Service Schedule Update 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be moving all worship services to online, radio, 
and TV broadcast only through April 5.  All other church activities that include 10 or 
more people, will also be put on hold for the time being. This includes but is not limited 
to: Free Rummage Sale, Egg Hunt, Adult Fun Night, Lunch & Cards. If you have ques-
tions regarding a specific activity or event, please contact the office. 

Thank you for your patience, understanding and prayers as we work through this.  

Church Service Broadcasts 

We will be recording our scheduled services each week. Our Sunday services will still be 
broadcast as usual on radio and TV as well as our Facebook page and on our webcast 
page of our website. Our Wednesday services will be on our Facebook page as well as our 
webcast page of the website. **Please note: you do not need to have an active Facebook 
account to view our videos. 

TV & Radio Schedule 
Radio: Sundays at 11:00 AM 1380 & 101.5 FM 
TV: Sundays & Tuesdays at 7:00 PM on Charter 986 
**Please note the Charter is failing to properly show the recordings that are given to 
them. We are addressing it and are hoping to get this back to normal soon. 
Sundays at 9:00 AM & Wednesdays at 7:00 PM on HBC 20 
 
Thank Offering  
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. As we continue to serve the Lord during this difficult time, our church wishes to 
remain financially responsible to our vendors and other major financial obligations such 
as payroll for our faculty staff who are working amid the crisis. Listed below are ways that 
you can still give your gifts to the Lord: 

· By phone you can send a text message to 507-873-4853 with the amount you would 
like to contribute and you will be sent further instructions.  

· Our office will be open Monday — Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm March 23-27, 
· Go to www.stmatthewswinona.org and click the “Giving” tab. Click the online giving 

link. 
· Mail your gift to the office at: 
 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
 766 West Wabasha Street 


