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The First Sunday After Epiphany: 
The Baptism of  Our Lord 

 

January 9 & 10, 2021 
 

“Joining Jesus in Baptism” 
 
 

 
OUR MISSION 
     The mission of every Christian and this congregation is to serve all people in God’s 
world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 
 
OUR FACILITIES 
     A restroom is located in the Mother’s Room at the back of church and also in the 
church basement. There is also a handicapped accessible restroom in the back of 
church.  Ask an usher for help and directions.  
     The members of St. Matthew’s believe that families should be allowed to worship 
together. If the need arises, we have an audio-equipped children’s room just outside of 
the church doors to your left. 
     If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

Dear God, let your Word shine in our hearts by your Holy Spirit.  Make it so 
bright and warm that we always find our comfort and joy in it.  Amen.  

Out of courtesy for your fellow worshipers please also silence all electronic devices. 
 

OUR COMMUNION PRACTICE 
     St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church still observes the biblical practice of close communion. If 
you are not currently a member of our congregation or a sister WELS/ELS  
congregation, we would kindly ask that you not come forward for communion today. If 
you would like to commune with us in the future please speak with the pastor. We look  
forward to talking about this very important issue with you. 
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SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT 
 
 
GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM    “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy” 

Hymnal: #294  
 

 
 

P: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water 
and the Spirit. 

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to Spirit.     (Jn 3:5, 6) 
P: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us.  

(Ps 51:5) 
C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the 

Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.     

 (1 Cor 6:11) 
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P: Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized in Christ Jesus were baptized into 

his death?  For we know that our old self was crucified with him, 

C: so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be 
slaves to sin.          

   (Romans 6:3, 6) 
P: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 
  For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
  For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
  For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 
 You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
 O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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P: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her 

by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radi-
ant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless 
(Ephesians 5:25-27).  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray.  
 Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are bap-
tized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with 
him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  
 
 
FIRST LESSON  ISAIAH 49:1-6 (NIV2011) 

 

Listen to me, you islands; 
    hear this, you distant nations: 
Before I was born the LORD called me; 
    from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name. 
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword, 
    in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me into a polished arrow 
    and concealed me in his quiver. 
3 He said to me, “You are my servant, 
    Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.” 
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; 
    I have spent my strength for nothing at all. 
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand, 
    and my reward is with my God.” 
5 And now the LORD says— 
    he who formed me in the womb to be his servant 
to bring Jacob back to him 
    and gather Israel to himself, 
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD 
    and my God has been my strength— 
6 he says: 
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant 
    to restore the tribes of Jacob 
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    and bring back those of Israel I have kept. 
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, 
    that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 2 
 
P: Why do the nations conspire 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
 
C: The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
 gather together against the LORD 
 and against his Anointed One. 
 
P: The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
 the Lord scoffs at them. 
 
C: Then he rebukes them in his anger 
 and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
 “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 
 
P: I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 
 He said to me, “You are my Son; 
 today I have become your Father.” 
 
ALL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
 
SECOND LESSON  ACTS 16:25–34 (NIV2011) 
 
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent earthquake that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and every-
one’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had 
escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 
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29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then 
brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your house-
hold.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his 
house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then 
immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer brought them into his 
house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe 
in God—he and his whole household. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
 
 
GOSPEL  MARK 1:4–11 (NIV2011) 
 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Je-
rusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
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he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more 
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I 
baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY “Christ, Your Footprints Through the Desert” 

Christian Worship Supplement #709 
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SERMON                                                                                   Based upon Acts 16:25-34  
  

Baptism Prepares 
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NICENE CREED 
 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the  
  Father. Through him all things were made.  
  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  
  and became fully human.  
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and 

 was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
 He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his  
 kingdom will have no end.  
 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

 Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
  glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
 We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
THANK OFFERING  
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you 
are visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.   
Our offerings will be collected today as you leave.  To give by phone send a text message to 
844-703-3129 with the amount you would like to contribute and you will be sent further instructions.  
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OFFERING HYMN “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
 Hymnal #83 stanza 3 
3  As they offered gifts most rare At your cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heav’nly King. 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P:  Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man, ful-
filling all righteousness. Your heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son, in 
whom he is well pleased. The Holy Spirit revealed you as the Christ, anointed and 
armed to destroy the work of the devil.  

C:  We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a 
servant, became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father.  

P:  Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and gra-
cious promises to the water of Holy Baptism. In Baptism you cleansed us from sin, 
redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your perfect righteousness. We praise you 
for the promise and treasure of Baptism.  

C: Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to new 
life with you. Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  

Special prayers and intercessions may follow.  

P:  Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

Silent prayer.  

P:  Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, We claim a 
place, though weak and lowly, among your saints, your chosen host, Buried with 
Christ and dead to sin. Your Spirit now shall live within.  

C:  All that I am and love most dearly—receive it all, O Lord, from me. Let me 
confess my faith sincerely, and help me your own child to be! Let nothing that 
I am or own serve any will but yours alone. Amen.  
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE SACRAMENT 

 
P: The Lord be with you. 

  
 
P: Lift up your hearts. 

  
 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 
P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 

every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance of his glory. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and 
honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
Sanctus 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the for-
giveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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P: The peace of the Lord be with you always 

  
 
 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
Agnus Dei 
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THANKSGIVING 
THANK THE LORD 
 

 
 

 
P: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here 

may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son 
may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and 
blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

  
 
 
CLOSING HYMN “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” 
  Hymnal #299 
 
1  All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 
Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand 
Among the glorious, heav’nly band 
Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 
 
2  With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us your Holy Spirit. 
Help us in our infirmity 
Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 
Grant us to grow in grace each day 
That by this sacrament we may 
Eternal life inherit. 
 

Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. 
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Announcements  
January 9 & 10, 2021 
  

Preacher  
Pastor Matthew Schoell 
 

Presiding Minister 
Pastor Winfried Schroeder 
 

Organist 
Carol Schroeder 
 

Councilmen on Duty this Weekend  Ushers on Duty this Weekend 
Saturday 6PM – Shannon Bohme  Saturday 6PM – Tom & Rose Drazkowski 
Sunday 8AM – Steve Erickson  Sunday 8AM – Ryan Peterson 

Sunday 10:30AM – Chad Dobberstein Sunday 10:30AM – Adam Dilks 
  

Altar Committee 
Heidi Armstrong & Andrea Frick 

Last Week 
Funeral: Rebecca Kouba Born September 23, 1965 born to eternal life December 30, 
2020. May her family find comfort is the blessed assurance of eternal glory. 
 
This Week 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship & Communion 
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
  9:05 AM Bible Class 

 10:30 AM Worship & Communion 
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 

Monday 3:00 PM Worship Committee 
    Finance #2 
Tuesday 9:30 AM Pastors’ Circuit Meeting 
Wednesday 4:00PM  Public School Catechism 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 
  7:00 PM  Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
Thursday 6:00 PM Church Council 
Saturday 6:00 PM Worship 
Next Sunday 8:00 AM Worship  
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 

 9:15 AM Bible Class 
  10:30 AM Worship  

 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986  



 

Financial News 
Weekly Budget for Envelope Offerings: $8,173.08  
Envelope offerings received January 3: $5788 

Gifts & Memorials 
$40 given to Sound System in memory of William Stevens & Gordon Meisenheimer 
from Jerome & Darlene Klein 
 

St. Matthew’s Announcements 

Offering Envelopes For 2021 Offering envelopes for 2021 are available for pick up 
in the church basement. They are arranged alphabetically on the pews in the 
basement fellowship area. 
 

“Have a seat – free!” St. Matthew’s has five surplus church pews which we don’t 
think the congregation will ever need again. They are solid oak, eighteen feet in 
length which could probably be reduced to nine feet without too much difficulty. 
If interested, contact Matt Krause or John Berg. 
 

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Our Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. Please plan to attend. 
 

No Senior Choir There will be no Senior Choir on January 12th or the 19th.  
 

Small Group Communion services will be held this week on Tuesday, January 12 at 6 
PM and Friday, January 15 at 11 AM.  You can register by calling Pastor Schoell at 
church or sending an email to pastorschoell@gmail.com   

 

Ways to Serve 
The Caring Committee needs more shut-in visiting team members. This would in-
volve 1 possible 2 months a year to visit about 8-10 shut-ins with another team 
member. Also needed are more drivers for members who cannot drive themselves 
to doctor, dentist, and other local appointments. You would be asked once or 
twice a month. To volunteer as a member of the committee or make a request for 
help (this would be confidential) for yourself or another member please contact 
Pastor Schoell or Ellen Danalis (507-313-2070) or e-mail: edanalis@hotmail.com. 
Thank you for considering filling these needs at St. Matthew’s. 

 

WELS News 
WELS Grief Support  We will meet again at St. John's in Barre Mills on Tuesday, 
January 5 at 7 p.m.  Please come for comfort and encouragement from God's word 
and from God's people in your time of grief.    
 
 

Today’s bulletin is given by Jack Minch in memory of  
Bill & Marie (Mennicke) Gebhard 

 


