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The Festival of  Epiphany 
January 2 & 3, 2021 

 
“The Light Shines on all People”  

 
WELCOME 
Welcome and thank you for joining us for worship today!  In our service we gather be-
fore our gracious God to offer him our worship and praise.  We assemble to hear God’s 
holy and powerful Word.  Through this Word, God strengthens our faith and brings us 
ever closer to our eternal home.   
 
OUR MISSION 
     The mission of every Christian and this congregation is to serve all people in God’s 
world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 
 
OUR FACILITIES 
     A restroom is located in the Mother’s Room at the back of church and also in the 
church basement. There is also a handicapped accessible restroom in the back of 
church.  Ask an usher for help and directions.  
     The members of St. Matthew’s believe that families should be allowed to worship 
together. If the need arises, we have an audio-equipped children’s room just outside of 
the church doors to your left. 
     If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
 
PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

Dear God, let your Word shine in our hearts by your Holy Spirit.  Make it so 
bright and warm that we always find our comfort and joy in it.  Amen.  

Out of courtesy for your fellow worshipers please also silence all electronic devices. 
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THE SERVICE OF THE WORD  
 
OPENING RESPONSES 

P:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
  
P: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has the light shined. 
C: We have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
  
P: For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C: In him was life, and the life was the light of man. 
 
 
OPENING HYMN  “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
  Hymnal #83 
 
1  As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold, 
As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led to thee. 
 
2  As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to your lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before You whom heav’n and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet Ever seek your mercy seat. 
 
3  As they offered gifts most rare At your cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to you, our heav’nly King. 
 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: Jesus Christ is the light of the world and through him God has manifested the full-

ness of his saving 
glory. 

C: But we have loved the darkness instead of the light and we are afraid of the 
light, because it exposes our sin. 
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P: Let us confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

C:  Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed. We justly deserve your pre-
sent and eternal punishment. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. 
 

P: You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a holy people, belonging 
to God by Baptism and faith, that you may declare the praises of him who called 
you from the darkness of sin and death to the marvelous light of forgiveness and 
life. By the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

OH, TASTE AND SEE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. 
 O Jesus Christ our King, your sign to the Magi was a bright shining star. Enlighten us 

by your grace, and fill us with all wisdom and spiritual understanding; grant this be-
cause of your goodness, Jesus Christ our Lord, whose kingdom and dominion endure 
through all ages.   

  
 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 60:1-6 (NIV2011) 
 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 
2 See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the LORD rises upon you 
    and his glory appears over you. 
3 Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
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    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5 Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 
    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
    bearing gold and incense 
    and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 
 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 72  
 Congregation will join for refrains and final verse 

 
 
Endow the King with your justice, O God,  
 the royal son with your righteousness.  
  He will defend the afflicted among the people  
   and save the children of the needy. 
 
He will endure as long as the sun,  
 as long as the moon, through all generations.  
  He will be like rain falling on a mown field,  
   like showers watering the earth.  
 
Refrain 
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All kings will bow down to him  
 and all nations will serve him.  
  All nations will be blessed through him,  
   and they will call him blessed. 
 
May his name endure forever;  
 may it continue as long as the sun.  
  Praise be to the LORD God, who alone does marvelous deeds.  
   May the whole earth be filled with his glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
  as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Refrain 
 
 
SECOND LESSON  EPHESIANS 3:2-12 (NIV2011) 
2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for 
you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through 
the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and 
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the work-
ing of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace 
was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make 
plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden 
in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the mani-
fold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confi-
dence. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
 
 
GOSPEL MATTHEW 2:1-12  (NIV 2011) 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 
had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 
what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 
had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
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saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 
route. 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “How Lovely Shines the Morning Star” 
 Hymnal #79 stanzas 1, 2, 5 

 

1  How lovely shines the Morning Star! The nations see and hail afar 
The light in Judah shining. 
O David’s Son of Jacob’s race, My Bridegroom and my King of grace, 
For you my heart is pining. 
Lowly, Holy, Great and glorious, O victorious Prince of graces, 
Filling all the heav’nly places. 
 
2  O highest joy by mortals won, True Son of God and Mary’s Son, 
The highborn King of ages! 
In your blest body let me be, E’en as the branch is in the tree, 
Your life my life supplying. 
Sighing, Crying For the savor Of your favor 
Resting never Till I rest in you forever. 
 
5  Lift up the voice and strike the string, Let all glad sounds of music ring 
In God’s high praises blended. 
Christ will be with me all the way, Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day 
Till trav’ling days are ended. 
Sing out, Ring out Triumph glorious, O victorious Chosen nation; 
Praise the God of your salvation. 

 
Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608, abr., adapt.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, alt. 
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SERMON Based on Ephesians 3:2-12  
  

Unlock the Mystery 
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THANKSGIVING  
 

THANK OFFERING  
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are 
visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.   
Our offerings will be collected today as you leave.  To give by phone send a text message to 
844-703-3129 with the amount you would like to contribute and you will be sent further instructions.  
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OFFERING HYMN “Hail, O Source of Every Blessing” 
 Hymnal #87 stanza 3 
3  Hail, O all-inviting Savior! 
Gentiles now their off’rings bring, 
In your temples seek your favor, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and King. 
May we, body, soul, and spirit, 
Live devoted to your praise, 
Glorious realms of bliss inherit, 
Grateful anthems ever raise. 
 

Text: Basil Woodd, 1760–1831, alt. 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 
our world to save us from sin and death: 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 
P: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came preaching 

and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salva-
tion to those doomed to death. 

P: Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good 
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips to 
speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel. 
P: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 

you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and 
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the 
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort 
those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 
Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
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P: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song 
of triumph. 

C: Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN “Brightest and Best” 
  Hymnal #92 stanzas 1, 3, 4

  
1  Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us your aid. 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
3  Shall we not yield him in costly devotion 
Rarest of fragrances, tribute divine, 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine? 
 
4  Vainly we bring him the finest of off’rings, 
Vainly with gifts would his favor secure. 
Richer by far is the praise that the heart brings; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt 
 
 
. 
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P: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and 
bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  
 
 
BENEDICTION  
 

P: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN   “Rise, O Light of Gentile Nations” 
  Hymnal #577 
 

1  Rise, O Light of Gentile nations, Jesus, bright and Morning Star; 
Let your Word, the gladsome tidings, Ring out loudly near and far, 
Bringing freedom to the captives, Peace and comfort to the slave, 
That the heathen, free from bondage, May proclaim your pow’r to save. 
 
2  Knowing you and your salvation, Grateful love dare never cease 
To proclaim your tender mercies, Gracious Lord, your heav’nly peace. 
Let us sound the gospel tidings To the earth’s remotest bound 
That the sinner has been pardoned And forgiveness can be found. 
 
3  May our zeal to help the heathen Be increased from day to day, 
As we plead in true compassion And for their conversion pray. 
For the many faithful workers, For the gospel they proclaim, 
Let us all be cheerful givers To the glory of your name. 
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4  Savior, shine in all your glory On the nations near and far; 
From the highways and the byways Call them forth, O Morning Star. 
Guide them whom your grace has chosen Out of Satan’s dreadful thrall 
To the mansions of your Father—There is room for sinners all. 
 

Text: Herman Fick, 1822–85, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, alt. 
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Announcements  
January 2 & 3, 2021 
  

Preacher  
Pastor Matthew Schoell 
 

Presiding Minister 
Pastor Winfried Schroeder 
 

Organist 
Tamara Koenig 
 

Councilmen on Duty this Weekend  Ushers on Duty this Weekend 
Saturday 6PM – Mark Jacobsen  Saturday 6PM – Tom & Rose Drazkowski 
Sunday 8AM – Neil Gerdes   Sunday 8AM –  

Sunday 10:30AM – Matt Krause  Sunday 10:30AM –  
  

Altar Committee 
Heidi Armstrong & Andrea Frick 

Last Week  
Home to Heaven: Steven Braatz—Born: November 28, 1966, Born into eternal glory:  
December 24, 2020 
Rebecca Kouba—Born: September 23, 1965, Born into eternal glory: December 31, 2020 
May the Lord comfort their families with the blessed assurance of eternal glory 
 

This Week 
Sunday  8:00 AM Worship  
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
  9:05 AM Bible Class 

 10:30 AM Worship  
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 

Monday 6:00 PM Adult & Youth Discipleship; Outreach Committee  
Tuesday 7:00 PM Senior Choir 
    Finance #1 



 

Wednesday 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986 
  7:00 PM  Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
Thursday 6;00 PM Building & Grounds 
  7:00 PM Board of Elders 
Saturday 9:30 AM Church Undecorating 
  6:00 PM Worship & Communion 
Next Sunday 8:00 AM Worship & Communion 
  8:00 AM Worship service streamed on Facebook 
  9:00 AM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 

 9:15 AM Bible Class 
  10:30 AM Worship & Communion 

 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on Charter Channel 986  

Financial News 
Weekly Budget for Envelope Offerings: $8,173.08  
Envelope offerings received December 27: $7,320 

Gifts & Memorials 
$100 given to the Sound System in loving memory of Dillard & June Sobeck from 
Tom & Rose Drazkowski 
 

St. Matthew’s Announcements 

Offering Envelopes For 2021 Offering envelopes for 2021 are available for pick up 
in the church basement. They are arranged alphabetically on the pews in the 
basement fellowship area. 
 

“Have a seat – free!” St. Matthew’s has five surplus church pews which we don’t 
think the congregation will ever need again. They are solid oak, eighteen feet in 
length which could probably be reduced to nine feet without too much difficulty. 
If interested, contact Matt Krause or John Berg. 
 

Public School Catechism Classes will resume Wednesday January 6th at 4:00pm. 
 

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting Our Quarterly Voters’ Meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the church basement. Please plan to attend. 
 

New Bible Class Could God be working through the ordinary, mundane details of 
your life? Some days it might not feel like it. The book of Ruth, however, tells a dif-
ferent story. Join us for our next Bible class that will study how God used Ruth’s 
decisions to bless her family and the line of the Savior. 
This short class (2-3 weeks) will allow us to try a hybrid approach to Bible Study, 
allowing you to join us either online or in the church basement. We won’t have cof-
fee time but we ask that masks be worn and social distancing maintained. This class 
begins on January 3, 2021 after the 8 AM service. 
 

 
 

 

Adult Bible Basics Are you interested in reviewing the basics of the Bible? Do you 
have a family member or friend who would like to learn more about what the Lu-
theran Church teaches? Pastor Schoell would like to set up a new class this new 
year but needs participants. Times and locations are flexible. Contact him at pas-
torschoell@gmail.com to learn more or set something up.  

 

Ways to Serve 
Volunteer Needed!  We are looking for someone who would be willing to take 
care of our Cradle Roll for the 2021 year.  All you have to do is send out a small 
mailing to each baby born next year and then again at several intervals between 
their birth and their 4th birthday.  You can do this entirely at your own schedule 
and supplies are provided. Please contact Amanda in the office if you can help. 
 

Church Undecorating Please join us on Saturday, January 9th, at 9:30am to help 
take down the Christmas decorations in the church.  
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars As of January 1, it is time to designate your Thrivent Choice 
Dollars. The process is simple. It still can be done two ways: 
1. Talk with a representative by calling 1-800-847-4836 and saying “Thrivent Choice.” 
Have your Social security or account number handy. 
2. Visit Thrivent.com and select “Direct Choice Dollars.” Choose either “Organizations 
previously directed to” or “Direct to new organizations.” This process takes only 
about a minute to complete. 


