
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Fifth Sunday in Lent  
March 29, 2020 

 
“Contrast of  Death and Life” 

 

 
THE COMMON SERVICE  

 
 

OPENING HYMN “What Wondrous Love is This” 
 Hymnal #120 
 
1  What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 
 
2  When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
When I was sinking down Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
3  To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4  And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Spiritual Songs, Lynchburg, 1811, alt. 
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P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  
 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS 
 
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 

our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have 

disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil 
and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now 
and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Je-
sus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 
Kyrie: LORD, HAVE MERCY 
 

  
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 

the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son X and 
of the Holy Spirit.  
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
Gloria: GLORY TO GOD  
During the penitential season of Lent, the joyful Gloria in Excelsis is omitted. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: The Lord be with you.  
 

  
 

P: Let us pray. 

 Lord of life, 
 those who live and believe in you will never die. 
 Raise our spirits from death of sin, 
 and on the Last Day raise our bodies, 
 that as co-heirs with you, 
 we may also share in your glory; 
 for you live and reign 
 with the Father, and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and forever. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 
FIRST LESSON EZEKIEL 37:1-14 (NIV2011)  
 
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and 
set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very 
dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 
word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 
breath[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a 
rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and 
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This 
is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into 
these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath en-
tered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army 
11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our 
bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to 
them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves 
and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 
people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from 
them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 
Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares 
the LORD.’” 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 116 

 
I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 
 he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
Because he turned his ear to me,* 
 I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 
 when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 

Refrain 
 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 
 my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 
How can I repay the LORD* 
 for all his goodness to me? 
 
I will lift up the cup of salvation* 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 
 and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 
Refrain Tune: Richard Proulx. © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, www.giamusic.com. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
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SECOND LESSON ROMANS 8:11-19 (NIV2011) 
 

11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised 
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who 
lives in you. 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 
according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 
received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you re-
ceived brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Fa-
ther.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if 
we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to 
be revealed. 
 
 
VERSE OF THE DAY Mark 10:45  
 

P: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many.  

 
 
GOSPEL JOHN 11:17-27, 38-45 (NIV2011) 
After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sing: 

 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha 
heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 
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died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.”38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave 
with a stone laid across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 
 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 Hymnal #110 
 
1  My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 
Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I That for my sake My Lord should take Frail flesh and die? 
 
2  He came from his blest throne Salvation to bestow, 
But such disdain! So few The longed-for Christ would know! 
But oh, my friend, My friend indeed, Who at my need His life did spend! 
 
3  Sometimes they strew his way And his sweet praises sing, 
Resounding all the day Hosannas to their King. 
Then “Crucify!” Is all their breath, And for his death They thirst and cry. 
 
4  Why? What has my Lord done? What makes this rage and spite? 
He made the lame to run; He gave the blind their sight. 
Sweet injuries! Yet they at these Themselves displease And ’gainst him rise. 
 
5  They rise and needs will have My dear Lord made away. 
A murderer they save; The Prince of life they slay. 
Yet cheerful he To suff’ring goes That he his foes From death might free. 
 
6  In life no house, no home My Lord on earth might have; 
In death no friendly tomb But what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? Heav’n was his home But mine the tomb Wherein he lay. 
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7  Here might I stay and sing; No story so divine, 
Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like thine. 
This is my friend, In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend! 
 
Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624–83, alt. 
 
 
SERMON John 11:17-27, 38-45  

The Uncomfortable is now Comfortable  
 

 
CREATE IN ME 

 
 
 

OFFERING HYMN                “Upon the Cross Extended” 
               Hymnal #113 stanza 5 
 
  Your cords of love, my Savior, Bind me to you forever; 
 I am no longer mine. 
 To you I gladly tender All that my life can render 
 And all I have to you resign. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P: We come, O Lord, with the dry bones of our broken hopes and disappointed dreams. 
Bind us up in Christ, that we may learn to pray with confidence, trusting in your mer-
cy to supply us with all things needful to us and to our salvation. 

  
Brief silence 

  
P: Almighty God, everlasting Father, you saw Israel in their despair and raised them up 

to hope by placing your Spirit upon them. Raise us up from our weariness and grant 
us your Spirit, that we may be strong in faith, bold in witness, holy in life and stead-
fast in hope. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O eternal Lord, your Son has given us the new birth of water and the Word and 

planted faith in us, that we might be your own children. Bless your Church, and sup-
ply her with able and caring pastors to nurture us in your Word and raise up faithful 
church workers who will serve us in your name. Keep your Church in your mercy, 
that she may believe without fear and love without limit. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O God of power and might, you hold in your hand all the might of man. Give to us 

good government and faithful leaders who will heed your Word and pursue right-
eousness and justice. Bless and defend us against all our enemies, and teach us to be 
good and faithful citizens of this land, using all your manifold resources wisely and 
for the good of all. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O merciful Lord, your Son shed tears for Lazarus, whom He loved. Grant your com-

passion, patience and endurance to all who suffer illness, who are troubled in mind or 
whose time on earth is short. [Especially do we pray for…] Raise us by your gracious in-
tercession, and deliver us from the afflictions of this life to reign with you in heaven 
forevermore. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O eternal God, you carry the grief of those who mourn and remember all who die in 

Christ. Give comfort to the grieving and peace to the dying, that they would not 
grieve as people without hope but trust in you to deliver us from death to life everlast-
ing. [Especially do we pray for…] Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
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 P: O gracious God, you daily and richly grant us all things we need for this body and life. 
Bless our labors, and grant us wisdom to use the fruits of those labors wisely and well, 
for the care of our families, for the poor in their needs, and for the support of your 
work in this congregation. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O blessed Lord, your Word continues to go forth and bear good fruit. Bless the mis-

sionaries planting churches near and far, bless those churches with whom we partner 
in the worldwide work of the Gospel, and bless the congregations now struggling to 
fulfill your bidding and do what you have called them to do in your name. Lord, in 
your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O loving God, you established the family and ordered our relationships by your 

Word. Renew husbands and wives in their love for each other, and refresh your fami-
lies in the grace of caring, that our homes may be places of blessing and peace where 
we serve each other in your name. Lord, in your mercy,  

C: hear our prayer. 
  
P: O Lord, God Almighty, through your Son you have kept the promise of the ages and 

rescued us from sin. you have raised up the dry bones of a people captive to death 
and made us alive in Christ forever. Sustain us in this hope, that we may endure the 
tests, trials and troubles of this life and be ready when our Savior comes again in His 
glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN “Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense” 
 Hymnal #167 

1  Jesus Christ, my sure defense  
And my Savior, now is living! 
Knowing this, my confidence  
Rests upon the hope he’s giving, 
Though the night of death be fraught  
Still with many an anxious thought. 
 
2  Jesus, my Redeemer, lives;  
I, too, unto life shall waken. 
Endless joy my Savior gives; 
Shall my courage, then, be shaken? 
Shall I fear, or could the head 
Rise and leave his members dead? 
 
3  No, too closely am I bound  
Unto him by hope forever;  
Faith’s strong hand the rock has found,  
Grasped it, and will leave it never.  
Even death now cannot part  
From its Lord the trusting heart. 
 
4  I am flesh and must return  
Unto dust, whence I am taken;  
But by faith I now discern  
That from death I shall awaken  
With my Savior to abide  
In his glory, at his side. 
5  Glorified, I shall anew 
With this flesh then be enshrouded; 
In this body I shall view  
God, my Lord, with eyes unclouded; 
In this flesh I then shall see 
Jesus Christ eternally. 
 
Text: D. M. Luthers . . . Geistliche Lieder und Psalmen, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. Catherine Wink-
worth, 1827–78, st. 1-3, alt.; The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, st. 4-5. 
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 CLOSING PRAYER  
 
P: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so 

hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted 
by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

  
 
 
CLOSING BLESSING  
 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and X give you peace.

 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN                                                                               “How Blest Are They” 

Hymnal #607 
 

1  How blest are they who trust in Christ 
When we and those we love must part. 
We yield them up, for go we must, 
But do not lose them from our heart. 
 
2  In ripened age, their harvest reaped, 
Or gone from us in youth or prime, 
In Christ they have eternal life, 
Released from all the bonds of time. 
 
3  In Christ, who tasted death for us, 
We rise above our natural grief 
And witness to a stricken world 
The strength and splendor of belief. 
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903–2000, abr. © 1972 The Hymn Society (admin. Hope Publishing Co., 
Carol Stream, IL 60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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