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Exactly What I Need 

FAITH 
 

I recognize that I need to be saved. When Jesus said, “No one can enter the kingdom of God,” that included 
me. I do not deserve God’s blessing. But long ago, God declared that I would be blessed by a descendant of 
Abraham who turned out to be Jesus. The blessing is salvation. I receive that salvation by faith in Jesus as 
my Savior. The good news is that faith is also God’s gift, imparted to me through the gospel. 

 
 
Pastor Winfried Schroeder                                                                       Pastor Jason Threlkeld 

Vacancy pastor 
1.605.281.0155                                                                                                               1.414.943.4461 
winfriedj6@gmail.com                                                                      pastorthrelkeld@gmail.com 
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Welcome to our Guests. 
Thanks for joining us! We are gathered here to be strengthened in the faith through the 
Word of Jesus, the Son of God who has come to save us. If there is anything that we can do 
to serve you, please let us know.   

OUR MISSION 

The mission of every Christian and this congregation is to serve all people in God’s world with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

 

OUR FACILITIES 

A restroom is located in the Mother’s Room at the back of church and also in the church basement. 
There is also a handicapped accessible restroom in the back of church.  Ask an usher for help and 
directions. The members of St. Matthew’s believe that families should be allowed to worship 
together. If the need arises, we have an audio-equipped children’s room just outside of the church 
doors to your left.  If you need anything during the service, please feel free to ask an usher. 
 
 
Out of courtesy for your fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 
 

Opening Hymn - 868 By Faith CW 868 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 
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4 By faith the church was called to go 

in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 
to deliver captives and to preach good news 

in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 
 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 

and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 
for we know in Christ all things are possible 

for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953 
Text: © 2009 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com; © Getty Music Publishing (ASCAP), admin. Music Services . Used by permission: 
OneLicense no. 715394 
Tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715394 

 
Stand 

 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession CW 154 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions.  I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not 

loved others as I should.  I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 st. 3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485–after 1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Word 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us both 

outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and all evil 

thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Genesis 12:1–8 
The Lord gave Abram the gift of faith to believe the promise that one of his descendants would be a gift for 

the whole world.  
1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, 

 and you will be a blessing.  3I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you 

I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-

five years old when he set out from Harran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 

possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set 

out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. 

At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To 
your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. 

 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel 

on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name 

of the LORD. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day - 121 Keep Me as the Apple of Your Eye Psalm 121D 

 

 

 
  

I lift up my eyes to the / mountains— 

    where does my help / come from? 

My help comes / from the LORD, 

    the maker of heav- / en and earth. 

He will not let your / foot slip— 

    he who watches over you will not / slumber; 

indeed, he who watches over / Israel 

    will neither slum- / ber nor sleep.   Refrain 

  

The LORD watches / over you— 

    the LORD is your shade at / your right hand; 

the sun will not harm / you by day, 

    nor the / moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you / from all harm— 
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    he will watch o- / ver your life; 

the LORD will watch over your coming and / going 

    both now and for- / evermore. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: Jane Marshall 
Tune: © 1986 Choristers Guild. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715394 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715394 

 

Second Reading Romans 4:1–5,13–17 
Abraham is an example of how salvation is received as a gift through faith.   

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in 

this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—
but not before God. 3What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited 
to him as righteousness.” 

 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their 

faith is credited as righteousness. 

 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 

would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those 

who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 
15because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed 

to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have 

the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: “I have made you a father 
of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who 

gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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Gospel Acclamation John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Glory, praise, and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel John 3:1–17 
By sharing the good news of God’s love for the world, Jesus gave the gift of faith.  
1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish 

ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were 

not with him.” 

 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are 
born again.” 

 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot 
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they 
are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows 

wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it 

is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11Very 

truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you 

people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 

believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into 

heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up 

the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who 

believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
Be seated 
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Hymn of the Day - 570 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves my soul from death; 

this is the anchor of my faith! 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessèd Trinity, 

be praise now and eternally! 

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                                                                                           Genesis 12:1-8 
YOU WILL BE A BLESSING 

     Blessings received                                   Blessings to share 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

 Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

 and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the 

 dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

 Almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

Thank Offering 
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him. If you are 
visiting with us today, please do not feel obligated to give an offering.   

Our offerings will be collected today at the church entrance and brought forward during the offering hymn.  To 
give by phone send a text message to 844-703-3129 with the amount you would like to contribute and you 
will be sent further instructions.  

405 On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 405 
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Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634–1703, abr.; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt.  Tune: Johann B. König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer of the Church 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For faith to fix our eyes on the Son of Man and to turn from the things of the flesh, let us 

pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all pastors, that they would patiently teach the faith to all who question the way of 

salvation, in this and every generation, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For all fathers, who are given the calling to hand down the faith, that their hearts would be 

filled with the words of Christ; and that they would show forth His mercy, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For President Trump, our governor; the Congress of the United States; the legislature of this 

state; and all who make, administer and judge our laws, that we would preserve our liberty 

and use its gift wisely in the pursuit of justice and for the welfare of all people, let us Let us 

pray to Let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For the people of God in their sorrows and sicknesses, [especially _____________,] that 

Christ would sustain them in their afflictions, comfort them in the hour of death and raise 

up the dead according to His gracious promise, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

For faith, that like Abraham we may delight in the Lord’s promise kept in Christ; and for the 
Holy Spirit, that we may witness to His name and carry His Gospel to every place and 

people, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

  

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of 

Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God forever. Amen. 
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428 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091–1153, abr.; German version, Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Hans Leo Hassler, 1546–1612 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 715394 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your 

holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as 

we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you.  The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Closing Hymn - 811 My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808–1887 
Tune: Lowell Mason, 1792–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Today’s bulletin is sponsored by Lila & Jim Nelson  
in honor of Lila’s 90th birthday (Feb. 29th)  

and by Ellie & Don Mathees  
in honor of their 63rd Wedding Anniversary on March 1 
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Announcements  
February 28 & March 1, 2026 
Worship Leader: Winfried Schroeder 
Musicians: Tamara Koenig  
Councilmen on Duty this Weekend  Ushers on Duty this Weekend 
Saturday – Dean Rupprecht Saturday – Kris & Amanda Wenzel 
Sunday – Shannon Bohme Sunday – Jay Bade Group 
Altar Committee – Cindy Bade & Linda Schomberg/Mary Schmoker & Pam Rupprecht 
Last Week Attendance: Saturday – 5; Sunday – 113   Wed. 4pm -82, 6pm - 52 
 
  This Week – Mar. 1-8 

Sunday 9:00 AM Worship 
 10:15 AM Bible Class/Kids for Christ 
 11:00 AM      Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 12:00 PM Public School Catechism (at Wilson) 
Monday  Finance #1 
Tuesday   
Wednesday 12:00PM Circle 8 
 2:30PM Lake Winona Manor Service 
 4:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship 
 5:00 PM Supper 
 6:00 PM Ash Wednesday Worship 
 7:00 PM Sr Choir Rehearsal 
 7:00 PM Worship Service broadcasted on HBC Channel 20 
Thursday 7:00AM Men’s Bible Study 
 11:30 AM Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00PM Board of Elders 
 6:00PM Building & Grounds 
Friday   
Saturday 5:00 PM Worship 
Next Sunday 9:00 AM Worship/Communion/Children’s Church 
 10:15 AM Bible Class/Kids for Christ 
 11:00 AM Worship Service Radio KAGE 1380AM or 101.5FM 
 12:00 PM Public School Catechism (at Wilson) 
 2:00PM Jesus Cares 

 

Financial News 
Weekly Budget for Envelope Offerings: $8,173.08  
Offerings received Feb. 14/15: $5,141.00 
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Church Announcements: 
It has pleased our God to take home to himself our sister in Christ, Judy Stevens who passed away 
February  23.  Services will held on Monday March 2nd  at Hoff Funeral Home. Visitation starts at 10:00 
am; Service at 11:00am; followed by committal at Woodlawn Cemetery. May God comfort her family 
with the blessed assurance of eternal life. 
  
Our next card club and lunch will be on March 15.  As usual, we will eat at about 11:45 and follow with 
our card games.  Watch for the sign-up sheet to be in the back of church the 1st and 2nd weekends of 
the month.  We need 3 people to sign up to bring a dessert.  Please also consider serving the 
meal.  Hope you will be able to join us on that weekend. 
 
All ushers are invited to meet Monday, March 2nd at 6:30 in the Fellowship room to discuss 
options we'll introduce for future scheduling. Please plan to attend. For questions you can 
contact Dean Rupprecht at 507-730-8854 or Chad Dobberstein at 715-563-2833. 
 
As 2025 came to a close, our long time and faithful Historian for St. Matthew’s moved out of the 
area and hence retired their position as St. Matthew’s Historian. If you enjoy and/or are interested in 
this type of service to St. Matthews please contact Lindsey in the office at 507-454-3083 or Dean 
Rupprecht at 507-730--8854 and we will be glad to share more details with you.     
 
The Greeter sign-up sheet for the Lenten Services is now on the back table in church.  There are 
2 services each Wednesday, 4 pm and 6 pm, with a meal in between services.  Look for 
the LILAC colored sheet.  Greeters are asked to be at the side door, about 20 minutes before the 
services begin.  Thank you for your help in greeting all who come to worship at St. Matthew's 
Church. 
 
Thrivent Choice.  Just a bit of info.  You can direct your 2025 Thrivent Choice dollars anytime 
between now and March 31.  This is a very beneficial program for our church and school. Please 
don’t forget. 
 
2026 Offering Envelopes are available to pick up in the church basement Felllowship area. If you 
don’t find envelopes and would like some, please contact Lindsey in the office.  
 
Giving Statement Update (please read):  Giving Statements have been changed and all have 
been reprinted.  Please pick up your new statement and validate against your records before 
using it for tax purposes.  If you still find yours to be in error, please contact Treasurer Bob 
Mueller. 
 
Women’s Fellowship 

• March 16 Meeting @ 6:30 – Easter project 

• March 28 & 29 – Palm Sunday Bake Sale ( pies and other baked goods) 
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School News 

• March 3rd - 4-8pm - Qdoba fundraiser 

• March 6th-March 26th - Hanging Basket Fundraiser. Delivery/Pick up day is April 
30th 

• March 25th- PTO serving Lenten Supper, Kids singing at the service 
 

 
Ways to Serve 

• If you would like to sponsor a Radio broadcast, similar to a bulletin sponsorship, the cost is 
$100.00.  Please contact Lindsey by email: smoffice@stmatthewswinona.org or by phone: 
507-454-3083.  If you would like to donate to the Radio Broadcast fund, please use your 
designated offering envelope. 

• Bulletin Sponsorship: Upcoming bulletins available for sponsorship: Feb. Mar 4, 8, 11, 15, 
18, 22, 25, 29. The cost is $30.00.  If you would like to sponsor a bulletin, you may email the 
information to Tamara Koenig tkoenig@stmatthewswinona.org or contact Lindsey in the 
office @507-454-3083. 

 

WELS News 

Luther High Open Enrollment — Whether you are the family of an eighth grader preparing for high 

school or are considering a change in your child’s high school experience, we invite you to partner 
with Luther High School for this important next step. At Luther, we walk alongside families to root 

students firmly in their identity in Christ as they grow academically, spiritually, and personally. With 

Christ at the center, our community equips students with the faith, character, and preparation to be 

the next generation of Christian leaders who are ready for what's next. Visit LutherHigh.org or 

call 608-783-5435 to learn more about how your child can benefit from a Christ-centered education. 

LHS is a WI Choice School and has a robust tuition assistance program to make Christian education 

accessible to every family.  

 

LMSG Workshop for Veterans & First Responders – You are invited to join us on Saturday, 
March 14th from 9am -12pm, at Good Shepherd Ev. Lutheran Church in Holmen, WI for a 
workshop for Veterans, First Responders, and their Families that highlights their role as God’s 
servants in these careers and finding forgiveness from guilt that is experienced. This Workshop is 
hosted by Lutheran Military Support Group. Visit www.lutheranmilitary.org to register for the 
Workshop or for more information. Registration closes March 12th, 2026. 

 

  

mailto:smoffice@stmatthewswinona.org
mailto:tkoenig@stmatthewswinona.org
http://www.lutheranmilitary.org/
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES! 
 

Sunday Morning Bible Study meets after the morning worship service starting about 10:15-
11:15.  Our study this coming Sunday is a continuation of Basic Bible Christianity and this week 
we ask the question “Why is our World so Crazy?”.  Coffee and donuts are offered. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study @ 6pm meets in the Church Fellowship room in 
the basement.  We are currently on break during the Lenten season.  
Look for an announcement for when we start our new session. 
 

College to 30’s Bible Study meets at the Bohme’s home on Monday evenings at 5:45-7:30pm.  
We are beginning the study of a new book.  Come and enjoy time with friends sharing faith 
and food.  The address is 27385 Ruslynn Dr. Winona MN. 
 

 
Men’s Bible Study meets on Thursdays at 7am at Perkins. All men are 
invited.  Please contact Dean Rupprecht for the next meeting. 

 
Women’s Bible Study meets on Thursdays @ 11:30am at Beno’s.  We will be studying from 
the book Taboo by Mike Novotny beginning March 5.   All women are welcome! 
 
 
There is a mini outreach group that you may contact if there is someone you are wanting to 
invite to church or would like to give a bible presentation to.  These men are willing to meet 
with you and that person at a place of your choosing to talk with, listen to and share with 
them.  Shannon Bohme- 651-324-4218; Dean Rupprecht- 507-730-8854; Jeff Sell- 801-895-9910 
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Mid-week Lenten Worship Schedule 

Worship services at 4:00 & 6:00pm; Meal at 5:00pm 

 
March 4   What’s He Worth to You? – Pastor Neumann 

      Meal served by College-30s Bible Study Group - Chili 

March 11   The Truth, The Whole Truth, and Nothing But the Truth – Pastor Threlkeld 

      Meal served by Club 3:16 – Pulled Pork sandwiches 

March 18   Look at the One Who was Pierced – Pastor Schroeder 

      Meal served by Church Council- Pizza 

March 25   The Kingly Priest – Pastor Boese 

      Meal served by PTO – Tacos 

 
 

 
 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

 
Palm Sunday Mar. 29   Sat. 5:00pm  Worship 

           Sun. 9:00am  Family Worship 

Maundy Thursday Apr. 2  6:00pm   Worship/Communion  

Good Friday Apr. 3    6:00pm   Worship 

Easter  Sunday Apr. 5   7:00am   Worship 

           8:00am    Breakfast served by Club 3:16 

           9:00am   Worship 
 


